
Youth exchange in Lendava „Industry, art in the modernising Europe”– 

Participants’ report 

 
The Foundation of 

Young Hungarians without 

Borders organised its youth 

exchange between the 10th 

and 16th of August in 

cooperation with the Youth 

Council of Lendava 

(Mladinski Svet Lendava), 

which bore the title 

„Industrial and technical 

revolution III.” as being part 

of a sequential series, 

becoming kind of traditional 

year by year. The venue was 

provided by the picturesque 

small town stretching under the vineyards of Lendava. Following the earlier two youth 

exchanges in its sprituality, the focus was on the industrial-economic, cultural development, 

investments and the state celebrations relating to this era at the last turn of century.  

Despite the early start from Budapest and the several hours bus trip all participants 

were excitingly waiting for the personal meeting with the Slovenian hosts. The opening 

speech sounded nowhere else than in the theatre and concert hall, the Cultural and 

Promotional Centre of Lendava, planned by Imre Makovecz the father of Hungarian organic 

construction The vice-mayor of Lendava held its welcoming speech, Mr. Janez Somi, and the 

outstanding intellectual personalities of Mura region also paid their duty to our programme, 

among other Lajos Bence, poet and publicist, the director of the Scientific Association of the 

Mura Region, Albert Halász, poet, the president of the Hungarian Municipal Community of 

Lendava and Zsuzsanna Bacsi, representative of the special service of the Hungarian Ethnic Cultural 

Institute. It was our special pleasure experiencing the attendance of the employees of the Hungarian 

Radio of Mura Region, the press who reported on our 

programme trustworthily. 
In the frames of the opening ceremony, the 

prize giving for students submitting the most 

successful papers for participation took place, in 

which prescious books and certificates were handed 

over. The great interest in the programme resulted in 

many outstanding papers in the topic of „Innovation, 

art in the modernising Europe”, which made it 

difficult for the professional jury as kind of a sweet 

truck. More students entered for the competition as 

coauthors, so the conference issue encompassing the 

papers of 2012 – to our greatest joy – became rather 

thick. 

An extraordinary discussion lead by Dr. János 

Estók, university associate professor, ELTE Department 

of Economic and Social History followed with the title 

„On the economic cyclorama of Central Europe at the 

beginning of last century”, which served as an 



excellent reference for the other discussions of the following days. Then participants could 

could lose themselves in the church architecture and art of the middle ages in Mura region 

through a film screening  – presented by Zoltán Móser, lecturer at the Communication Institute of 

PPKE, Prima Primissima prize laureate.  
Participants arrived at the accommodation by late evening, to Dolga vas. About the 

expereiences gained here one of our participants report in the following way. 

„As the team was extraordinary itself – we should add that at our (really great) 

accommodation was in Dolga Vas near Lendava in our room within the Olimpija guest house, 

called Apartman 3 where life was going on the most vigorously from the very first day on – 

and from the second we became the room of „worst reputation”, as we stayed the longest in a 

party organised for local firemen of very good atmosphere (the heyday of the whole trip) – 

from which on there was no pause in going on the razzle.” (János Szöllősi) 

On 11th August the perspectives of European terciary education came to the front with 

the moderation of Kristóf Kopp, the president of the Foundation of Young Hungarians 

without Borders from the point of view of Dr. Ildikó Hrubos,  professor emerita from the 

Corvinus University of Budapest and her discussion partner: Dr. Anna Kollath, associate professor of 

the Maribor University, Faculty of Arts. The hot potato respecting students provoked many 

remarks and comments and precipitated heated discussions, in which some also practicly 

adoptable recmmondations emerged in relation to the upper educational system of the future. 
Later on Saturday the representatives of the Slovenian Hungarian minority involved students in longer 

discussions and could ask them in the form of a direct roundtable debate. Mr. Lajos Bence bore our 

presence at his heart, and as a great host often joined us in lectures and leisure programmes, honouring 

our modest company during the one week. 
On Sunday, 12th August, young participants had the opportunity to take part in the 

service of the St. Katarine catholic church, then directed by our kind guide we visited the 

museum Gallery displaying 

the umbrella factory’s past, 

the Castle of Lendava, and its 

local history and temporary 

exhibition among the famous 

sights of Lendava. For testing 

the freshly acquired 

knowledge we announced a 

sight-seeing quiz  whose 

solutions could be concocted 

by youngsters forming 

groups. During the afternoon 

it became possible to visit the 

highlights of more 

settlements of the Mura 

region in the neighbourhood, 

which was taken advantage of by many. we visited two romanic churches rich in famous 

frescos depicting the life of saints in Selo and Turnišče then we received a guided tour in the 

Imperior’s watermill in Berkovci in Slovenian language where our cotravelers from Serbia 

provided interpretation.  

After the pleasant journey young participants flang themselves in with renewed energy 

and followed with interest the discussion about the golden age of railway lead by Zsuzsa 

Frisnyák, PhD, senior research fellow, MTA Research Arts Centre of Research, Institute of 

History. Then Dr. Zoltán Gál, senior research fellow, university associate professor, MTA, 

Research Centre of Economics and Regional Policy disserted about the the role of banks in 

industrial development and Mihály Rudolf, DLA, Ybl-laurate architect on great architects’ 



achievements which contributed to modernization. After lunch the group visited 

Dobronak,where enthusiastic volunteers could pick up some handicraft tricks from the 

locals and chatting in the company of fine lemonade and fresh fruit. The long day was still 

not yet over as the pastor and his reformed church community in Motvarjevci welcome us 

with warm hearts and a blessing. 

On 14th August the troop of young students was expecting a whole-day journey. 

Under the guidance of Zoltán Paty they scouted around the historic Mura region (Pomurje). In 

the morning they travelled to Croatia, where they visited Šenkovec, Varaždin and Čakovec, in 

the afternoon the Slovenian Veržej, Murska Sobota, Grad and Krplivnik were the main 

destinations. The some dozen churches, castles and museums they got to know supplied them 

with plenty of knowledge and provided a great opportunity to forge youngsters from various 

countries, as apart from Slovenian and Hungarian participants some young people from 

Ukraine, Serbia, Romania and Slovakia were also present.  

The next day after a short warming up conversation the role of research in natural sciences at 

the turn of century was in question, which introduced the presentation of Péter Sándor 

László, university assistant lecturer on some outstanding Central European research results from 

the turn of century. Then it came to the lecture of Lőrinc Csernyus, architect, Ybl-prize laureate, 

curator of Makovecz Imre Foundation, who illustrated with wonderful photos the recently 

architect’s heritage and the activities of the foundation established for his honour. (This 

lecture was originally planned for the first day of the programme.) 

Young participants 

submitting their papers could 

hold their own presentations 

this day, which was 

characterised by precise 

preparadness and 

commitment to the selected 

topic. After lunch the small 

group was awaited by team 

building brain-teasers and 

creative exercises. The 

project planning part was 

especially popular. This 

involved the planning and 

designing of such an 

instrument, structure or building or other industrial-economic establishment which without 

computerisation could have been realised under the great industrial revolution as well. The 

reviewers gave specific scores for such aspects as aesthetics, human and environmental 

friendliness, energy efficiency and environmental protection. They were not only encouraged 

to display their plans but also had to present them in an acceptable way. After the contest a lot 

of them became richer with valuable books. 

On 16th August the group said goodbye to Lendava, to the nice hosts in Dolga Vas 

and some of them made their way towards Budapest. The most persistant participants namely 

went to the Hungarian capital to continue the programme by attending some pieces of 

industrial art and architecture of the turn of last century: first the Museum of Applied Arts, 

then the Heroes’ Square. Dr. József Sisa art historian gave an excellent guidance. They were 

scrolling to the City Park to the reproduction of the castle of Vajdahunyad and then to Széchenyi 

spa, the youngsters could finally learn about the architectural style of the given age and about 

the origin of the buildings.  

 



We are sending our thanks to our hosts from back home for the evening chats, the fine local 

wines and the unforgettable good atmosphere! 

 

(We are glad to see them in the following youth exchange of the Foundation…) 

 

And now some remarks from participants:  

 

„I had a great time in Lendava. I liked the discussions, journeys and the company was also 

fine. Those who did not come can feel sorry for it.” Sabina Vass, Ukraine 

 

„We had the opportunity to hear up to par discussions and presentations. I enjoyed the most 

the trips, above all the handicraft workshop, and the sights visited with a tour guide as well as 

the village tours. I heard a lot of new and interesting information, which I am frankly happy 

about and widely appreciate, still I guess I got and learnt the most from the new 

acquaintances.” Eniko Lanstyák, Slovekia 

 

„The first time I had the opportunity to participate in the youth exchange of the Foundation of 

Young Hungarians without Borders was in 2010, and since then I have tried to be involved 

every year. After the first experiences in Chlaba, Slovakia I went „elated” to Oradea in 

Romania and then in 2012 to Mura region, Lendava. 

In sum, I can tell that I got insight into a for me entirely unknown historic, cultural and 

economic region and into the life of a country which, I think, I should visit at least once or 

twice due to its closeness in this life...  

Well, of course I would need a good team like this to have a really successful trip again!” 

János Szöllősi, a continuous participant of the three-year programme and and enthusiastic 

author of papers from Hungary 

 .  

Gyöngyi Krisztina Kővári 


